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Art with a message visits western Canyon 

Leisa Collins makes Grand Canyon part of her national tour 
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Leisa Collins adds touches to her painting at the western rim of the Grand Canyon.
GRAND CANYON, Ariz, - After two decades spent in social activism and traveling the globe, artist Leisa Collins is once again focusing on art. The New Zealand-born artist is traveling across the country as part of her new "Across the USA: Through the Eyes of an Artist" tour. Collins stopped near the western rim of the Grand Canyon in early September after leaving from Los Angeles Sept. 3. Her tour will end at the end of the month in New York.

"I've seen pictures of the Grand Canyon. It was always someplace I was dying to go," Collins said, adding that she has since visited the North and South Rim, but never the West Rim area until recently.

"There was something about the western Rim. It just really appealed to me. Where I did the painting was totally off the beaten path. The west area is very untamed, unspoiled, untouched," Collins said.

Collins said the tour is intended to capture the places, faces and homes of America on canvas and on camera. She also plans to organize art projects for kids along the way, in order to promote and raise funds for children and art education. She has partnered with Free Arts for Abused Children on the tour.

"I've always been very interested in kids and I think art has a healing effect and when it comes to abuse, it's been very beneficial," Collins said.

Throughout her career, Collins has actively been involved in various causes, including those in her home country of New Zealand.

"It started with working with the indigenous Maori in New Zealand and working with their struggles. I've worked in the fields of drug rehabilitation, kids and education, a whole array of areas really, many have to do with youth but not only," Collins said. "My activities have taken me to the four corners of the world. It's really nice to combine art with my experiences."

When it comes to her art, Collins uses her acrylic and watercolor expertise to paint landscapes and portraits. As of Sept. 9, Collins had completed four paintings. She said she hopes to have 15 to 20 completed paintings by the end of her journey.

"I've got a blog and, as we're going along, I'm documenting people, faces, places. I'm taking tons of photos for that sort of thing as well," Collins said.

Besides Arizona and New York, Collins' tour will take her through Mammoth Lake, the Sierra Nevada Mountain regions of Sequoia and Yosemite, San Francisco, Oregon, Washington, the Badlands of South Dakota, Green Bay, Chicago, Niagara Falls, Philadelphia and more.

Working mainly in acrylic and watercolors, Collins said she attempts to combine her activism with her artistic skills by creating what she calls "art with a message." Her Web site can be found online at www.leisacollins.com. Collins also maintains a blog at www.leisacollinsartwithamessage.blogger.com.


