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Artist paints art with a message
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Artistic Touch: Leisa Collins with some Aoraki Mt Cook School students

Visual artist Leisa Collins stopped in at the Mt Cook-Aoraki village recently as part of a national painting tour in which she is retracing the footsteps of her journey through the South Island 30 years earlier. 

At that time she abandoned formal art training and the confines of the classroom, opting to learn her craft through capturing on canvas the beauty of the New Zealand landscape.

She celebrated her return to Mt Cook by giving an impromptu watercolour lesson to the pupils of the Aoraki-Mt Cook School.

“Mt Cook has always been one of my favorite places on earth.  It’s a true source of inspiration for an artist and it was nice to give something back to this wonderful community at Aoraki Village.”

She will be returning next January where she will hold an exhibition at the Old Mountaineer’s Café and Restaurant and will give an art workshop.

The artistic talent recently took up her paintbrush and full-time art career again after two decades of social activism that took her to the four corners of the globe and gave her a firsthand view of diverse cultures and social inequities.
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In action: Pupils deep in artistic concentration.
“Art is a powerful means of communication and is therefore a potent weapon to bring about change.

“Art for me is something that goes far beyond the walls of the studio,” said Leisa. 
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