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Artists rally for girl

Cancer hits a budding artistic talent
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Good Cause: Gemma Hart-Hobman, 11, is the focus behind an art workshop at Aoraki Mt Cook this week. Funds raised from the event will be put towards Gemma’s cancer treatment.

By ALEXIA JOHNSON 

When artists converge on Aoraki Mt Cook this week, Gemma Hart-Hobman will be in their thoughts.  

An art workshop is being held in the village to raise money for the 11 year old budding artist, who is undergoing treatment for a Wilms tumour, a form of cancer of the kidney.

Gemma was diagnosed on November 29 last year and has been undergoing treatment since them, her father Andrew Hobman said.

“Unfortunately, the tumour was more aggressive than usual and it spread to her liver and lungs,” he said.  Gemma is undergoing chemotherapy and Mr Hobman said she is responding well.  

Another six months of treatment is expected, including radiation therapy and surgery. 

Auckland artist Leisa Collins organized this week’s workshop to alleviate the financial strain on the family.

Ms Collins met Gemma at the Old Mountaineers Café and Restaurant last November. 

She said she was amazed by Gemma’s “maturity and zest for life.”

“The recent news was a horrible shock but I am told that Gemma is making excellent progress and is responding well to treatment.

“Gemma is a very talented artist so when I pass through Christchurch, on the way to Mt Cook, I hope to be able to give her a private art lesson at the hospital if she is up to it.”

Ms Collins, who was born and raised in Auckland, started her art career when she was 17.

She abandoned formal art training in Auckland and opted to learn to paint by capturing the beauty of the New Zealand countryside on canvas.  

She said it had not taken long before Mt Cook rose to the top of her list of favourite places.

After many years of painting success in New Zealand, Ms Collins turned her attention to social activism and spent the next two decades traveling the world. 

Before returning to New Zealand, she completed a 7000-mile journey across the United States, making her re-emergence into the art world.  

Ms Collins’ next goal is to raise money for Gemma, who is among the country’s next generation of budding artists. 

The workshop will focus on landscape painting, but Ms Collins is also happy to pass on her knowledge of portraits and semi-abstract paintings.

Money raised will go into a fund set up for Gemma and her family. 

Leisa Collins’ workshop will be at the Old Mountaineers Café and Restaurant, Mt Cook-Aoraki, on Sunday from 1pm to 6pm. The cost is $60 per person and participants should take their own art supplies. However, there will be some materials available.
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